Advances in office-based anesthesia.
The practice of office-based anesthesia is quickly emerging as an important field for the anesthesia provider. The number of procedures being done in offices around the country has steadily increased, as has the invasiveness of these procedures. This creates new anesthetic considerations. To date most training programs have not addressed this area of practice. As practitioners enter the field, however, they should have information as to how to provide quality care in a location where very often they are completely alone. Many of the safety mechanisms we as anesthesia providers take for granted in a hospital setting are often not present in a surgical office, and it becomes our responsibility to help in establishing standards. Some questions exist as to the 'safety' of many surgical offices in which anesthesia care is provided. Many medical professional societies have begun issuing recommendations as to the standards of care that should exist. Different anesthetic techniques are also emerging that are appropriate to the office setting. As office-based anesthesia continues to mature as a specialty, we the anesthesia providers must be proactive in establishing guidelines and recommendations to make the practice safe. We should be informed of the rules and regulations that exist in our states, and we should provide a voice for the patients who put their faith in us.